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RALPH W. HORNE 

1888-1981 

Ralph W. Horne was born in Malden, Massachusetts, on July 25, 
1888, and lived in that city during his entire life. He died suddenly on 
August 8, 1981, while vacationing in Vermont. 

Mr. Horne received an SB degree in Civil Engineering from Massa
chusetts Institute of Technology in 1910. After experience as an in
structor at Massachusetts Institute of Technology and designer with 
Metcalf & Eddy, he joined Fay, Spofford & Thorndike in 1915. Starting 
as an Assistant Engineer, he went on to become a partner in 1922, then 
presiding partner, and later director and president of Fay, Spofford & 
Thorndike, Inc. He was active in the company as a director through 
1975, and as consultant through 1980. 

In addition to management duties, he was always active in the plan
ning, designing, and administration of water and sewer ,projects for 
many municipalities, mostly in New England. He has also been ex
tremely generous with his time and talent in the direction of many 
charitable and other civic organizations, and in various engineering so
cieties. 

During his 65 years of activity in the water supply and sewage dis
posal field he was responsible for water supply systems in more than 25 
cities and towns. He devised and developed many innovative meth<?ds 
and details which later became standard procedures. 
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Notable among his sewage disposal projects was a complete collection 
and treatment system for Cranston, Rhode Island, a city of 53,000 pop
ulation at that time, and now a city of 75,000. Other sewer projects were 
for Bath, Maine; Gloucester, Saugus, Walpole, Brockton, Somerset, Bil
lerica, Wareham, Webster, and Dudley, Massachusetts; Conway and 
Manchester, New Hampshire; and Bellows Falls and St. Albans, Ver• 
mont. 

His water supply projects include those for Warwick and Narragan
sett, Rhode Island; Bath and Kennebunk, Maine; Georgetown, Adams, 
Sudbury, Sterling, Great Barrington, Winchendon, Peabody, and Pem
broke, Massachusetts. 

During the worst of the great depressions of the thirties, Mr. Horne 
was a Director of the Engineers Division of the Emergency Planning 
and Research Bureau, Inc., an activity sponsored and financed by the 
Engineering Societies of Boston and the Boston Society of Architects 
for the purpose of alleviating the widespread unemployment among 
engineers and architects. In this unpaid service, which he carried on in 
addition to his own consulting practice, he pesonally interviewed several 
hundred unemployed engineers and arranged for the employment of 
more than 300 of them in lines for which their training and experience 
had qualified them. His kindly, sympathetic attention to their serious 
situations and assistance to them at that time endeared him to all who 
realized the extent of this service. 

His public service activities outside of engineering projects include 
terms of unpaid service in Malden for the Public Library, Davenport 
Memorial Foundation, the Redevelopment Authority, the Planning 
Board, and the City Council. He was a Trustee of Malden Savings 
Bank, Director and Vice President of First National Bank of Malden, 
and Trustee of Malden Hospital Corporation. 

His memberships included the American Society of Civil Engineers 
(Member 1918, Fellow 1959), American Consulting Engineers Council, 
American Institute of Consulting Engineers, Boston Society of Civil 
Engineers (president 1932-1933, honorary member 1965), American 
Water Works Association, New England Water Works Association, 
American Academy of Environmental Engineers, New England Water 
Pollution Control Association, National Society of Professional Engi
neers, and Massachusetts Society of Professional Engineers. He served 
as an officer or on committees of most of these organizc;ttions. He was a 
registered professional engineer in several states. 

Mr. Horne contributed numerous papers and articles to engineering 
publications, and received the Desmond Fitzgerald Award in 1944 for 
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his presentation to the Boston Society of Civil Engineers of a paper on 
the Cranston project. This is the highest award of BSCE, and is made 
for a paper judged worthy of special commendation for its merit. 

He received a Medal of Merit Award from the City of Malden in 
1965. He was also elected Honorary Member of the Boston Society of 
Civil Engineers that year. 

In 1964, a fund called the Ralph W. Horne Fund was created in his 
honor to provide the Boston Society of Civil Engineers with means for 
recognition each year of a member selected by the Board of Govern
ment for notable public service in an unpaid position. 

Mr. Horne was a devoted family man. He was married in 1916 to 
Meta W. Cross, who died in 1979. He is survived by a daughter, Muriel 
Weldon, and by three grandchildren. 

Ralph Horne will be sadly missed by a legion of friends and former 
associates. He was a superb member of the human race. 

Prepared by Edward C. Keane 




