
Editorial 

Welcome 

It is with great pleasure that we present our newly revised journal, Civil Engineering Practice: 
Journal of the Boston Society of Civil Engineers Section/ASCE. This inaugural issue represents the 
culmination of three years of introspection, generation of ideas, analysis, discussion and a 
renewed commitment of energy and resources. We hope that you will find the focus of Civil 
Engineering Practice to be exciting and the articles to be appealing and useful. 

With this issue, our Journal, which made its initial appearance in January 1914, begins its 72nd 
year of publication. As with any publication that has appeared for such a length of time, the 
Journal has seen its share of changes in character and emphasis. A review of past issues offers 
testimony to times when the Journal was everything we now hope Civil Engineering Practice will 
be. 

Founded in 1848, and having merged with the American Society of Civil Engineers in 1974, the 
Boston Society of Civil Engineers (BSCE) is the oldest engineering society in the United States. 
Examination of the Society's history yields a proud record of involvement and leadership in 
both technical and professional endeavors within the civil engineering profession. Underlying 
the activities of the Society since its founding is a firm resolve to provide the means for civil 
engineers to communicate advances in the art and science of civil engineering. The creation of 
the Journal in 1914 resulted from that resolve, and Civil Engineering Practice demonstrates our 
continued commitment. 

In Civil Engineering Practice we are seeking to capture the spirit and substance of contemporary 
civil engineering practice in a careful selection of articles which are comprehensive in scope 
while remaining readily understandable to the non-specialist. Typically using a case-study 
approach, Civil Engineering Practice will place key emphasis on the presentation of techniques 
being applied successfully in the analysis, justification, design, construction, operation and 
maintenance of civil engineering works. 

Initially, Civil Engineering Practice will appear twice yearly, in the Spring and Fall. This first issue 
contains articles dealing with the successful management of an interstate aquifer that could 
serve as a model for other environmental problems that cross political boundaries, the 
Massachusetts Bay Transportation Authority's nationally recognized and awarded public 
participation program for public works projects, ways to control the urban wind environment 
and head off costly errors in building design and operation, a discussion of the growing use 
of immersed tubes in tunnel design and construction, and a review of biological waste 
treatment methods by a well-known author on the subject. Articles in future issues will treat 

CIVIL ENGINEERING PRACTICE SPRING 1986 7 



such topics as semiconductor clean room design, the Vaiont Dam slide, a history of the Society, 
hazardous waste treatment, project benefit/cost analysis, various national historic civil 
engineering landmarks and an examination of the engineering as an expert witness in court. 
We plan to continue presenting topics that will address the ever increasing need to understand 
and appreciate the manifold aspects of a wide range of civil engineering projects. 

You, both readers and authors, will ultimately determine the success of this journal. We 
request your participation in every way. Subscriptions are welcomed. Society members will 
continue to receive the journal as part of their membership fees. If you aren't a Society member 
and wish to receive Civil Engineering Practice regularly, please fill out the subscription card that 
can be found in this issue (or write or call), and mail it to us. While many of the articles that 
appear in this first issue were prepared by authors at the invitation of our Editorial Board, we 
encourage the submission of outlines and papers for consideration. We will make every effort 
to respond promptly. After all, our goal is to have practitioners relaying information to other 
practitioners. 

Reader comments are also encouraged. For your convenience reader response cards can be 
found in the back pages of this issue. Please let us know what you like about Civil Engineering 
Practice, what you don't like, what changes we should consider in content or format, and what 
other articles you would like to see. In short, your comments on any and all aspects of the 
journal will help us retain and refine our focus on practice. We look forward to hearing from 
you. 

Welcome to Civil Engineering Practice. In it, we hope you find the same promise of filling a 
serious void in contemporary civil engineering literature that has encouraged us to produce it. 
Read it. Enjoy it. Learn from it. Criticize it. Help us build it. 

Richard J. Scranton 
Chairman, BSCES Editorial Board 
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