
Editorial 

A Tradition of Excellence 

B ack in August I received a phone call from Allen Marr who was working with an ASCE com
mittee of eminent experts in geotechnical engineering. This group was in the process of 
selecting papers that had been published in the United States that have contributed signifi

cantly to the field of geotechnical engineering. The committee deliberations led to the selection of 
78 papers, seven of which had appeared in BSCE publications, and Allen was seeking the permis
sion of BSCES to publish these papers as part of an ASCE special publication entitled A History of 
Progress: Selected U.S. Papers in Geotechnical Engineering, which appeared in November 2002; Six of 
these papers were published in the Journal of the Boston Society of Civil Engineers and were authored 
by such pioneers as Karl Terzaghi and Arthur Casagrande. When I look back at the compendium 
of engineering work reported in Civil Engineering Pra.ctice and its predecessor, Journal of the Boston 
Society of Civil Engineers, I can't but feel a sense of pride and responsibility in carrying this tradition 
of excellence. We at the editorial board encourage all of our friends and fellow civil engineers to 
help us by supporting the journal. This support can be in the form of submitting papers, helping 
in the paper review process or considering the journal for advertising your business. 

In the spirit of this sense of tradition and engineering heritage, we have selected an article that 
first appeared in the old Journal of the Boston Society of Civil Engineers in 1932 for our current issue; 
"George Washington, Engineer" by B. Edward Grossman looked at some aspects of our first 
president's life that were less explored, certainly at the time of publication of this article. The arti
cle highlights Washington's accomplishments as a land surveyor, agricultural engineer and land 
developer by drawing on many sources, including Washington's own notes. It is a fascinating 
account of our first president's engineering knowledge and talents. It is also an important his
torical d~cument since it gives us a glimpse into engineering practice as it was conducted more 
than two hundred years ago. The article, "Pioneers in Soil Mechanics: The Harvard/MIT Heri
tage," also shows us how the science and practice of geotechnical engineering developed in the 
last century. Compiled and edited by Anni Autio and Michael McCaffrey from a presentation at 
the 1998 ASCE Convention in Boston by five key figures in the development of soil mechanics 
- Harl Aldrich, Ronald Hirschfeld, Ralph Peck, Steve Poulos and Robert Whitman - the arti
cle gives us first-hand accounts of how this new field grew in our own backyard here in the 
Boston area. I hope that you will enjoy reading these articles, as well as the other articles includ
ed in this issue, and consider supporting your journal in any way you can. 

Ali Touran 
Chair, Editorial Board, Civil Engineering Practice 
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