
Editorial 

Making Great Engineers 

In this issue of Civil Engineering Practice we have started a forum on civil engineering educa
tion. Currently, there is a lively debate going on among people in the industry and academia 

- as well as in civil engineering and construction associations - regarding the future of civil 
engineering education and training. What does the industry expect from recent civil engineer
ing graduates? Are industry needs compatible with the mission of many graduate schools of 
engineering? What kinds of skills are essential? Is mathematical and theoretical rigor more 
important than practice-oriented education? Is a Bachelor's degree sufficient or should we 
require every new graduate civil to have a Masters' degree? What makes a great engineer? 
These are the questions that institutions such as ASCE, along with industry and education lead
ers, have been grappling with. We think that Civil Engineering Practice is an appropriate venue 
for this discussion. The importance of proper education and training for civil engineers cannot 
be overemphasized and practical implications of this endeavor makes it ideally suited for our 
journal readership. In this issue, I have asked Professor Thomas Sheahan of Northeastern 
University to provide an opening piece for this forum. We invite interested readers to write to 
us with regard to this issue and we hope that we can introduce at least a sample of their opin
ions in future issues. A healthy discussion on the topic of education can benefit all of us. 

I also want to recognize and thank two individuals for their unwavering support and con
tributions to Civil Engineering Practice - Professor Saul Namyet and Lee Marc G. Wolman. Both 
of them have been members of our editorial board since we started our current format in 1986. 
Professor Namyet has helped our editor, Gian Lombardo, with proofing final pages of the jour
nal since our first issue. His untiring efforts have caught many an error. We thank him for his 
dedication and his knowledge. Lee Wolman has been a staunch supporter of Civil Engineering 
Practice and a true believer in its importance and relevance to BSCES. He has been an active par
ticipant in editorial board meetings, soliciting papers and administering reviews. He has also 
financially supported the journal by advertising in Civil Engineering Practice for the past nine
teen years. Lee has decided to step down from the board but has promised to continue his 
involvement through continuing to volunteer in reviewing papers. On behalf of Civil Engineer
ing Practice's editorial board, I wish to thank Lee for his support and diligent work all these 
years. Both Saul and Lee are well worthy of our gratitude and admiration. 

!J~~ 
Ali Toman 

Chair, Civil Engineering Practice Editorial Board 
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